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Abstract: The Gaza crisis (2023–2025) marks a pivotal moment in the 
evolution of global resistance to Western hegemony, reframing Hedley 
Bull’s “Revolt Against the West” within the English School’s 
international society framework. As Bull’s thesis underestimated the 
ways 21st-century actors would weaponize liberalism’s own 
institutions, this study investigates how Western unconditional 
support for Israel has catalyzed a fourth wave of anti-Western revolt, 
characterized by institutional weaponization, normative 
disintegration, and digital activism. Employing a multi-method 
qualitative approach -discourse analysis, institutional case studies, and 
digital ethnography- the research analyzes primary and secondary 
literature to map the crisis’s structural consequences. The study argues 
that this multidimensional revolt transcends Bull’s original 
sovereignty-justice-culture model, signaling a shift toward a pluralist, 
contested international order. While institutional and normative 
strategies challenge Western dominance, digital activism’s 
atmospheric role underscores the revolt’s complexity. The Gaza case 
suggests a redefinition of global governance, urging policymakers to 
address legitimacy crises or risk a fragmented multipolar order. This 
analysis extends the English School’s historicist lens, proposing a 
theoretical update to account for 21st-century hybrid resistance and its 
implications for international society’s future. 

Keywords: English School of IR, Revolt Against the West, Gaza Crisis, 

Institutional Weaponization, Normative Disintegration, Digital 

Resistance, Counter-Hegemonic, Global South. 

10.30497/ipt.2023.77411
https://doi.org/10.30497/ipt.2025.77874
https://www.openaccess.nl/en/what-is-open-access
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/



