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Allameh Hilli and Thomas Aquinas on semantics of divine
attributes

Hasan Abasi Hosain Abadi* Reception Date: 2013/08/28
Acceptance Date: 2013/10/7

One of the major issues in the names and attributes of God, is the
semantic interpretation of how to interpret and apply the concepts and
predicates that talk about God. A historical survey proves that Imami
theologians’ theological views are derived from the Qur'an and hadith.
The Quran ascribed some attributes to God that prompted scholars to
discuss and analyze the applicability of these concepts to God,;
accordingly, different views emerged Including Allameh Hilli’s
apophaticism which is similar to the apophatic—cataphatic way of
Thomas Aquinas. We'll explain how three meanings of the apophatic-
cataphatic. Erigena stated one of the meanings and Thomas Aquinas
and Allameh Hilli stated another one which seems similar to each
other. While Hilli’s negates the anti-attributes, Thomas negates the
attributes which are specified to creatures. Then we explain the
meaning of the attributes regarding creatures and God, and then, will
discuss the “gradation theory” of Allame Hilli and “Analogy theory”
of Thomas Aquinas.

Keywords: Semantics, apophatic, cataphatic, analogy, gradation
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